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RSA 420-G requires that carriers make available to all small employers, on a guaranteed issue
basis, the health insurance products that they are writing. In anticipation of the change in market
rules on January 1, 2004, carriers currently writing in the market have reported increased
renewal activity for the fourth quarter. These carriers are concerned that small employer groups
may be attempting to lock in rates under the existing rating rules before the January 1, 2004
changes. The carriers report that employer groups are seeking to initiate new contracts well
before the renewal date of their existing policies. This fourth quarter renewal activity raises
antiselection concerns, and concerns related to maintaining parity among the carriers presently in
the market and new market entrants.

However valid a company’s adverse selection concerns may be, the Department does not
have the authority to waive the statutory requirement that all carriers in the market issue
insurance to small groups and renew insurance upon the request of a small group. The
Department is prepared to ensure that all existing market participants are fully complying with
these requirements. Any allegation regarding a carrier’s failure to comply with the guaranteed
issue requirements during this transition period, or at any time, will be thoroughly investigated
by the Department.

Questions regarding this bulletin should be brought to the attention of Leslie Ludtke,
Health Policy Analyst

Telephone 603-271-2261 FAX 603-271-1406 TDD Access Relay NH 1-800-735-2964
Websit: www.state.nh.us/insurance






